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 I hope everyone is enjoying that last couple 
weeks of winter.  Though it seems as if Buck-
eye Chuck and Punxsutawney Phil were off with 
their winter prognostications. 
 
The 2023 Central Ohio ASPE Scholarship appli-
cation was sent out last month and there is also 
a link within  this newsletter. The Chapter will be 
awarding a minimum of two $1500 scholarships 
to college students, technical school students or 
high school seniors which will be enrolled full 
time in an engineering related program this fall.  
Applications are due by Friday April 21, 2023. 
 
We have now formed our National Convention 
Committee for the 2024 ASPE Convention here 
in Columbus.  Though if you are still interested 
in joint the committee, it isn’t too late.  Let me or 
one of the other board members know.  
 
We will be holding our bi-annual elections for 
the ASPE board during the May meeting.  If you 
are wanting to become more active in our chap-
ter, this is a great opportunity.  If you are inter-
ested, reach out to me or any other current 
board member.    
 
There are several education and certification 
courses that ASPE is planning on offering: 
• Green Plumbing Design (GPD) Program - 

Online course and certification test for the 
GPD credential. You must be either be a 
Certified Plumbing Designer or a Profession-
al Engineer to be eligible to earn the GPD. 
The cost is $500 for ASPE Members, $600 
for non-ASPE Members. 

• The CPD Exam is rescheduled for April 10 
(Continued on page 3) 

March In Person Lunch Meeting and 
Technical Presentation 

March 13th, 2023 
 

In Person 

Raymond Memorial 

3860 Trabue Road 

Columbus, OH 43228 
 

11:30 PM—1:00 PM 

$25.00 — members; $35.00 — non-members  
 

SUBJECT: Polymer Special Waste  
  Systems 

SPEAKER: Paul Gavin -   
  Georg Fisher Manufacturing  
Seminar to be presented as a primer for understanding 
specification and design of special waste piping (singe 
wall, double wall, etc). Topics covered, a) codes/standards 
which are the basis of design to ensure clients' facility will 
met all respective codes, standards and AHJ sewerage 
discharge requirements. b) material and joining method 
selection c) single wall vs. double containment d) design 
of special waste treatment systems. 

  

Paul has been a member of the Boston Chapter of ASPE 
since the late 1970's, Paul G. Galvin is the Business 
Development Manager, Life Science/Institutional for GF 
Piping Systems LLC. He has been involved with design 
and installation of Special Waste Piping, Special Waste 
Neutralization and Process Water Piping Systems for over 
35 years. 
 

Paul authored an article "Plumbing Design 101, Special 
Waste Piping Systems" for the ASPE PS&D magazine. He 
co-authored an article for UPW (Ultra Pure Water) 
magazine titled "Advantages of Recirculating Faucets to 
Contain POU Microbial Contamination", which was also 
presented as a paper at the UPW 2014 meeting. 

Paul currently serves as a member of the "Sub-Committee 
on Polymers and Elastomers" for the ASME Bio-
Processing Equipment Standards Committee. 



2 

 



3 

 

Mike Nickoson 
President 

Bill Deardurff 
Vice President Technical 

VP Technical—Bill Deardurff 
thru 21 via remote proctor. Registration for 
the exam is now open.  The cost is $450 for 
ASPE Members and $675 for nonmembers.   

 
A reminder of other upcoming events: 
• 2023 Ohio Construction Conference is 

scheduled for Wednesday March 15th at the 
Ohio Union at OSU. ASPE is a Supporting 
Organization for this conference.  

• Further out, the 2023 ASPE Symposium is 
September 28-October 1, in Bellevue, Wash-
ington.  The Symposium is the premier op-
portunity for plumbing engineers and design-
ers  to engage in productive technical ex-
changes and networking.   Registration for 
the event will open in April.   

 
And finally, a reminder that this Saturday, March 
11th is World Plumbing Day.    

(Continued from page 1) 

Hello to all ASPE Members and friends, 
 

The March speaker will be Paul Galvin with 
Georg Fischer to discuss Polymer Special 
Waste Systems. 
 

Please send me any ideas for speakers or top-
ics for next year’s meetings. 
We are scheduled through Sept. of 2023. 
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VP Education—Brad Fitzsimmons 

Upcoming Webinar – 2023 CPD Review 
Class 
 
Webinar takes place over all 3 dates. 
• February 18, 2022, 11:00 AM (EST) 
• February 19, 2022, 11:00 AM (EST) 
• March 25, 2022, 11:00 AM (EST) 
 
Are you considering taking the Certified in 
Plumbing Design (CPD) Exam in the future? 
Have you been unsuccessful in passing the ex-
am in the past? Join ASPE for these virtual re-
view classes where the instructors will cover 
topics such as: 
• A review of CPD Study Guide 
• Q&A about the exam 
• Key terms and definitions 
• Review of the five domains (Gathering Infor-

mation, Administration, Design, Specifica-
tions, and Construction Services) 

 
The workshop includes a CPD practice test on 
the last day of class (a $50 member val-
ue). This class is not a plumbing design 101 

course, and it is not intended to teach stu-
dents the material required for the ex-
am. This class helps students learn HOW to 
study for the exam. Because there will be a 
high-level overview of the domains and content 
areas, this class will enable students to become 
aware of areas they need to focus their atten-
tion on leading up to the exam. In turn, this 
class will be helpful to students in their prepara-
tions for the exam.  
 
This event will be held over the course of three 
days each for a period of 5 hours. The instruc-
tion time is roughly 4 hours per session, plus 
breaks, for a total of 5 hours. Students will take 
the CPD Practice Exam on the last day then 
discuss.  Partial registration is not available. 
What should you bring to the virtual review 
class? 
• The calculator you intend to use during the 

CPD Exam (Candidates can bring in and 
use any non-programmable calculator into 
the exam.) 

• Any reference materials you intend to use 
during the exam (review the Open-Book 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Brad Fitzsimmons 
Vice President Education 

FAQ page here) 
• Writing utensils and scratch paper will be 

provided for you 
 
Miscellaneous and FAQs  
• CEUs/PDHs are not awarded for this class. 
• Each class consists of three days of training. 

See times at the top of this page for 
dates/times, or the respective class pages. 

• Participation in this class is not a guarantee 
to pass the CPD or CPDT Exam. 

• Participation in this class does not include 
CPD or CPDT Exam registration. 

• Registration closes the week prior to the 
start of the class. 

• Classes are virtual and held via ASPE Edu-
cation / Zoom. 

• Registration is not available for partial class 
participation. 

• Registration is NOT transferable. 
• Questions? Email certification@aspe.org 
 
ASPE Read Learn Earn 
 
Every month ASPE publishes a new 12-
question quiz with an accompanying chapter or 
article from one of our publications. Each quiz is 
available for twelve months. Each quiz is free 
for ASPE Members and $35 for nonmembers. 
Through this special series, ASPE can help you 
accumulate the CEUs required for maintaining 
your Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) or Cer-
tified Plumbing Design Technician (CPDT) sta-
tus or numerous regulatory-agency CE pro-
grams. 
 
March – Acoustics in Plumbing Systems 
Visit https://education.aspe.org/RLE to register 

 
On-demand Webinars 
 
Did you know?  You can register for ASPE 
Webinars that you may have missed.  Visit 
https://education.aspe.org/on-demand-webinars 
to register and view the library. 
 
 
ASPE Book of the Month 
 

Through March 31, 2022, you can purchase the 

(Continued from page 5) softcover version of Advanced Plumbing Tech-

nology II for 15% off the regular member price. 

Just enter coupon code worldplumbing-

day when you check out. 

   

The fine print: 

• Discount is only available for ASPE members. 

• Discount can only be used on the softcover version 

of publications. 

• If purchasing multiple items, the discount will be 

applied only to the assigned publication. 

• The coupon code can only be used once. 
The coupon code cannot be used on top of the Chap-
ter Officer discount. 

Check ASPE Pipeline, social media, and your inbox for 

news of upcoming Book of the Month discounts. 
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VP Legislative—Mike Spengler 

Ohio BBS Memo - Ohio Proposes to Update 
to 2021 International Code in 2024 
The Board of Building Standards proposes to 
update the Ohio Building, Plumbing and Me-
chanical Codes to the 2021 edition of the Inter-
national Code with amendments. The proposed 
draft rules are available for review and com-
ment.   
 
The draft rules along with information on how to 
submit comments are available here: (https://
com.ohio.gov/divisions-and-programs/industrial-
compliance/boards/board-of-building-standards/
building-codes-and-interpretations/proposed-
2024-ohio-building-mechanical-and-plumbing-
code-rules) 
 
Ohio BBS Memo - Storm Shelter Moratorium 
Update 
The Board of Building Standards has updated 
its BBS Memo regarding the moratorium for 
storm shelters in Group E occupancies to in-
clude the following: 
 
December 2022 Update:  The moratorium in 
R.C. 3781.1010 which prohibited the Board’s 
rules from requiring the installation of a storm 
shelter in any school building operated by a 
public or private school expired on November 
30, 2022.  The moratorium also expired for any 
school building undergoing or about to undergo 
construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance 
unless “financing has been secured” prior to No-
vember 30, 2022. The Ohio Attorney General 
issued Opinion 2019-027 in response to the 
Board’s request for guidance on the meaning of 
“financing has been secured” in R.C. 
3781.1010.  The Opinion is available here 
(https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
getattachment/32ebe778-a585-43a5-8df5-
2e553c2a3730/2019-027.aspx) 
 
If you have questions related to information con-
tained in the Memo, please contact the Board’s 
technical staff at 614-644-2613 or at 
bbs@com.state.oh.us  
 
 
 

Ohio BBS Memo - Definition of a Registered 
Design Professional 
 
The Board was recently requested to provide 
clarification to the definition of registered design 
professional in the Ohio Building Code. Current-
ly, the code defines registered design profes-
sional as “Any architect holding a certificate is-
sued under sections 4703.10 and 4703.36 of 
the Revised Code or any engineer holding a 
certificate issued under section 4733.14 of the 
Revised Code.”  
  
Revised Code § 4703.10 addresses the certifi-
cate to practice architecture issued by the State 
Board of Examiners of Architects while § 
4703.36 addresses the registration of land-
scape architects with the Ohio Landscape Ar-
chitects Board. Finally, Revised Code § 
4733.14 addresses registration of professional 
engineers by the State Board of Registration for 
Professional Engineers and Surveyors.  The 
scope of practice of these professions are regu-
lated through their respective Boards, and certi-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Mike Spengler 
Vice President Legislative 

fied building department personnel should not 
reject construction documents solely based on 
questions regarding use or appearance of a 
professional seal or scope of practice. These 
matters and all others involving regulation of the 
profession should be referred to the appropriate 
registration Board.  
  
Ohio Building Code (OBC) § 106.2.1 requires 
construction documents bear the seal of a reg-
istered design professional, but there are im-
portant exceptions to this requirement.  Please 
review these exceptions to remind yourself of 
these options afforded an owner particularly 
those projects that do not involve technical de-
sign analysis as defined in this section. If a seal 
of a registered design professional is required 
on construction documents, then building de-
partment personnel should verify that the per-
son is in fact registered by the appropriate reg-
istration Board. This can be done  
through Ohio eLicense Look-Up. Discrepancies 
should be reported to the appropriate registra-
tion Board and included in an adjudication order 
per OBC § 109 like any other item of non-
compliance.  
  
Additionally, if a seal of a registered design pro-
fessional is required on construction docu-
ments, then any profession discussed above 
may submit sealed documents. To provide this 
clarification, the following revision to the defini-
tion of registered design professional has been 
approved by the Board for incorporation into the 
code in the next update:  
  
REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. Any 
architect holding a certificate issued under sec-
tions section 4703.10 and of the Revised Code, 
any landscape architect holding a certificate is-
sued under section 4703.36 of the Revised 
Code, or any engineer holding a certificate is-
sued under section 4733.14 of the Revised 
Code.  
  
These amendments are solely for clarification 
purposes and do not expand or change the in-
tent of the application of the definition today 
 
ICC Launches New Revit Add-In  
The International Code Council has announced 

(Continued from page 9) the release of the ICC Digital Codes Premium 
Revit® Add-In (https://codes.iccsafe.org/revit). 
The new add-in allows architects, designers, 
engineers, and building safety professionals to 
access and reference building codes and stand-
ards directly from within Autodesk Revit. 
 
The Open API integration provides side-by-side 
access to ICC Digital Codes Premium, enabling 
design professionals to validate construction 
plans with authorized building codes and stand-
ards during the design process itself. 
 
The add-in is compatible with Autodesk Revit 
2023, Autodesk Revit 2022, and Autodesk Revit 
2021 on 64-bit Microsoft® Windows® 10 or 
Windows® 11 operating systems and is availa-
ble on both the Code Council website and the 
Autodesk App Store. 
 
ICC Digital Codes Premium Revit Add-In is 
available to existing Premium Complete sub-
scribers. To learn more, vis-
it https://codes.iccsafe.org/revit. 
 
Hydraulic Institute (HI) Launches Pump Sav-
ings Calculator 
The Hydraulic Institute (HI), the largest associa-
tion of pump manufacturers in North America, 
announces its Circulator Savings Calculator as 
a free tool for users to estimate energy savings 
and financial payback from efficient circulator 
pump selection. The calculator utilizes data from 
HI’s public Energy Rating data-
base, er.pumps.org, to provide the most up-to-
date savings calculations based on currently 
listed circulator models. 
 
The Circulator Energy Savings Calculator esti-
mates the energy savings for specific circulator 
pumps and domestic hot water recirculation 
pumps. Users have two options to calculate 
savings, with information from an HI Energy 
Rating Label or by entering size and control 
types.  
 
For the Hydraulic Institute’s complete Energy 
Rating Program, training, certification programs, 
and standards, please visit 
 pumps.org/resources/energy-efficiency. 
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VP Membership—Tim Firlik 

Tim Firlik 
Vice President Membership 

March Madness is approaching and now is the 
time to think about the upcoming 2024 ASPE 
National Convention hosted by Columbus! 
Soon we will be looking for volunteers for the 
planning and execution of this great event! 
Please get with a board member today if you 
are interested in helping in any way.  

 

The Central Ohio Chapter of ASPE is looking 
for new members! Do YOU know of any?? Any-
one that would benefit in Plumbing Technical 
Publications – Plumbing Convention and Tech-
nical Symposiums - Certifications in Plumbing 
Design – Plumbing Codes and Legislation – 
Continued Education Programs and networking 
with peers throughout the plumbing industry. 
Please send them my email address and we’ll 
get them signed up with this great organization. 
tfirlik@cmta.com 

 

Membership renewal! If you are up to renew 
your membership, remember to do it today! We 
don’t want to see you go!! There is a new option 
to be apart of multiple chapters! If you are inter-
ested, please keep The Central Ohio Chapter 
as your home chapter and signup for as many 
others as you wish for only $80 per chapter. 
You can also take advantage of Multiple-Year 
Membership Renewal. 

 
Save on your ASPE membership dues if you 
join or renew for more than one year! 

• 5% Discount for a two-year renewal. 

• 10% Discount for a three-year renewal. 

 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
Becoming a member of the Central Ohio ASPE 
Chapter provides the following benefits: 
 
• ASPE Plumbing Engineering Design Hand-

book 
• Bi-monthly subscription to Plumbing Sys-

tems & Design magazine 
• ASPEReport (in Plumbing Engi-

neer magazine) 
• Members Only ASPEnet Access (includes 

access to ASPE Data Books chapters) 
• Publications and Education Programs Dis-

counts 
• ASPE Biennial Convention and Exposi-

tion (even years) 
• ASPE Biennial Technical Symposia (odd 

years) 
• Technical Seminars and Workshops 
• Access to Earn Continuing Education Units 

(CEUs) 
• Technical Books and Manuals (specific to 

the profession of plumbing engineering) 
• Professional Certification / Recertification 
• Continuing Education Opportunities in 

Plumbing Engineer magazine 
• Alfred Steele Scholarship Program 
• Local Chapter Affiliation 
• Monthly Chapter Meetings and Technical 

Seminar Opportunities 
• Networking Opportunities with Plumbing En-

gineers Worldwide 
• Leadership Opportunities (Board of Direc-

tors, Region Chairs, Chapter Officers, Com-
mittees) 

 

Please remember if any of your pertinent infor-
mation has changed that it is your responsibility 
to notify ASPE National and The Central Ohio 
Chapter. You’ll want to do this in order to re-
main on our mailing list. 
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ASPE CENTRAL OHIO CHAPTER 2021-2022 
MEETING and EVENT SCHEDULE 

 
September 12, 2022 Curbless Shower Design 

October 10, 2022 Polymer Process Water Piping Systems. 

November 14, 2022 Grease Interceptor Sizing 

December 12, 2022 Press Joint Piping 

January 9, 2023  Fire Stopping 

February 13, 2023 Domestic Hot Water Balancing 

March 13, 2023  Polymer Special Waste Systems 

April 10, 2023  Specialty Plumbing Fixtures 

May 8, 2023  Modern Controls and Sensors for Water  

   Systems 

June , 2023  Golf Outing 

President 

Mike Nickoson, PE 

CMTA, Inc 

1650 Lake Shore Drive, Suite 380 

Columbus, Ohio 43204 

614-922-1500 

MNickoson@cmta.com 

 

Vice President, Technical 

Bill Deardurff, CPD 

IMEG Corp. 

855 Grandview Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

380-223-9458 

william.m.deardurff@imegcorp.com 

 

Vice President, Education 

Brad Fitzsimmons, CPD 

Fishbeck 

One E. Campus View Blvd, Suite 310 

Columbus, Ohio 43235 

614-363-1001  

jbfitzsimmons@fishbeck.com 

 

Vice President, Legislative 

Michael Spengler, PE 

IMEG Corp. 

855 Grandview Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

380-223-9458 

michael.n.spengler@imegcorp.com 

 

Vice President, Membership 

Tim Firlik 

CMTA, Inc 

1650 Lake Shore Drive, Suite 380 

Columbus, Ohio 43204 

614-922-1500 

TFirlik@cmta.com 

 

Treasurer 

Hanse Cromer 

Steffens-Shultz, Inc. 

525 Industrial Mile Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43228 

614-274-5515 Fax: 614-274-0126 

hcromer@steffens-shultz.com 

 

Administrative Secretary 

Kevin McGovern 

Kevin McGovern & Associates 

4245 Dilomacy Drive 

Columbus, Ohio 43228 

614-481-8182 Fax: 614-481-0734 

kevin@kmahvac.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Greg Hochstetler, PE, LEED AP 

Speer Mechanical 

5255 Sinclair Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 

614-261-6331 Fax 614-261-6330 

ghochstetler@speermechanical.com 

 

Affiliate Liaison 

Tim Gleich 

BWA South Co. Inc 

4501 Sutphen Ct 

Hilliard, Ohio 43026 

614-876-2477 Fax 614-876-0238 

timg@bwasouth.com 

 

AYP Liaison 

Brooke Schroeder 

CMTA, Inc 

1650 Lake Shore Drive, Suite 380 

Columbus, Ohio 43204 

614-922-1500 

BSchroeder@cmta.com 

 

WOA Liaison 

Amanda Jost 

Nibco 

Columbus, Ohio  

614-634-2516 

josta@nibco.com 

Officers 

The Central Ohio chapter of ASPE newsletter is published as a forum for 

its members. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect those 

of the society, the Central Ohio chapter or its editors. 
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THERE’S ROOM 

FOR YOUR AD 

RIGHT HERE! 
 

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING 

 NEEDS, CONSIDER ASPE 
 

  2009 / 2010 Advertising donation: 

    11 issues One Issue 

    Business card size  $  50.00 $  50.00 

    1/4 page ad   $  75.00 $  50.00 

    1/2 page ad   $125.00 $  75.00 

    Full page ad   $200.00 $100.00 

THERE’S ROOM 

FOR YOUR AD 

RIGHT HERE! 
 

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING 

 NEEDS, CONSIDER ASPE 
 

  2022 / 2023 Advertising donation: 

    11 issues One Issue 

    1/4 page ad   $ 150.00 $ 100.00 

    1/2 page ad   $ 300.00 $ 150.00 

    Full page ad   $ 600.00 $ 300.00 


